8 DAYS : HALF BOARD

Malcesine, Lake Garda

Hotel Majestic Palace # # # #
Malcesine, Italy

Date Price

Return flights with 20kg baggage allowance from Dublin
All transfers

7 nights at the 4 star Hotel Majestic Palace, with breakfast and

evening meal
Services of Topflight’s Resort Manager
Holiday Bonded and Protected

8 DAYS - SELF CATERING

Bella Italia, Lake Garda

Bella Italia # # # #
Peschiera, Lake Garda

24 Aug24  €1205
31 Aug 24 €1190
4Sep24  €1199
21 Sep 24 €1096

26 Apr25  €1187

Prices are per person sharing a
deluxe room with balcony.

\FREE KiDS

/ PLACES

Date Price

Return flights with 20kg baggage allowance from Dublin
All transfers

7 nights at the 4 star Bella Italia in a bungalow on a
self catering basis

Services of Topflight’s Resort Manager
Holiday Bonded and Protected

2 Adults & 1 Child
31 Aug 24 €1319
7 Sep 24 €1609

14Sep24  €1229

All prices are for 2 adults & 1
child sharing a 2 bedroom
bungalow. Price includes free
child place.

Find out more about our Italian holidays at Topflight.ie
Call our holiday experts on 01 240 1700
Or visit your local travel agent and ask for Topflight

*Trustpilot [ | [ | |

LICENSED BY THE COMMISSION FOR AVIATION

REGULATIONTO 074 & TA 0055
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Pixelated hi;to - Gemma Fullam
at the Lech Walesa mural on the end of
the block of flats in which he once lived

Baltic double bill
1S a hot ticket off
the beaten track

A trip to buzzy, historic Gdansk and
the sparesort town of Sopot leaves
Gemma Fullam keen to discover more

hrow “Lech Walesa” in a word

association game and the most

likely response will be one of:

shipyard, solidarity, Gdansk.

Former Polish president Walesa,
and the country’s non-violent struggle for
unions, was one of the major themes of
the 1980s. Reports from Gdansk invari-
ably featured the Solidarnosc activist in
the aforementioned shipyard, so whata
surprise it was to travel to the port on the
Baltic coast and find a gorgeous medieval
city with a shipyard filled with buzzy bars
and food trucks.

World War I began near Gdansk, then
known as Danzig. It had been ceded (un-
willingly) by Germany at the 1919 Treaty
of Versailles. In 1939 Hitler, determined to
annex itas it was of strategic importance
and ethnically German, began the inva-
sion of Poland by striking a Polish garrison
from the SMS Schleswig-Holstein, ostensi-
bly in Danzig harbour on a courtesy visit.

The infrastructure largely escaped the
war unscathed, butin 1945, aerial bom-
bardment by the Red Army, shelling by
Polish forces and fire destroyed 95pc of
the city. Within a year, two-thirds of its
German inhabitants were gone. Then be-
gan a “Polonisation”, which aimed to erase

i Germanness from the city and repopulate
i with ethnic Poles.

The new locals took an active partin

¢ thereconstruction, and once the rubble

i was cleared, a suite of options were on the
: table -leave the city in ruins as a warning

i to future generations; rebuild the city as

i ithad been;rebuild in a Soviet style; or re-
i build asit had been in the 16th century.

The last won out. The ersatz old town

! hasits critics, butI was charmed. It’s at-
¢ mospheric, vibrant and, crucially, feels
i very safe to explore, day or night.

My Polish weekend had kicked off

i -afterazippy flight from Cork airport

: —withapotted history of the area from

: Sebastian Malyszczyk, a Poland by Locals

i guide. Gdansk, which celebrated its mil-

i lennium in 1997, is part of the Tri-City area
i thatincludes the municipalities of Sopot

i and Gdynia to the north, Gdansk being the
i oldestand largest of the three.

Sebastian dropped me at my base,

Hampton by Hilton, built on an old cinema
: site, in the shadow of the world’s largest
¢ brick church, St Mary’s.

Its 14th-century 78m-high tower (the

“Crown of Gdansk”) can be seen from
: most vantage points in the city, making it
i auseful navigation marker.
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Having checked in, I venture out to
Gdanski Bowke (gdanskibowke.com), a wel-
coming restaurant with excellent wine. On
Sebastian’s suggestion, I then go bar-hunt-
ing for a post-prandial Machandel, a tradi-
tional vodka served with a dried plum.

i Uphagen’s House has been meticulous-
i ly restored to showcase the life of an
i 18th-century merchant.

Similar tall, narrow houses that line the

! streets belonged to wealthy burghers of
: the Hanseatic League, a powerful commu-

¢ nity that forged and protected trade routes

Next morning, fortified by eggs and cof-
fee, and swaddled in layers, I rendezvous
with Bozena, Sebastian’s wife, also a guide.
We begin at the Golden Gate; once part of
the old city walls, it marks the entrance to
Dluga (Long) Street, one of the city’s old-
est, and the old town’s main artery.

Some of Dluga’s buildings survived the
bombardment of 1945; one that didn’t,

¢ in Europe during the Middle Ages. Gdansk’s
i strategiclocation, where Poland’s main riv-
i er, the Vistula, meets the Baltic Sea, made it
i one of the mostimportant, and wealthiest,
i Hanseatic towns for over two centuries.

Reminders of the league’s legacy

! abound:;a ship motif, a classic Hanseatic
i symbol, appears on many buildings, while
¢ the red and white of Gdansk’s flag were the

Clean and clear - the car-free Dluga

| one of Gdansk’s most recognisable land-

i league’s colours too. Strolling wide, elegant
i Dlugais made even more pleasurable by

i the fact that cars are restricted; only those

{ with special permits are allowed into the

i oldtown. Nor is there a speck of rubbish to
i beseen.

:  Beside the old town hall we encounter

i marks, the 17th-century Neptune's Foun-

i tain, which was restored to its full rococo

i gloryinthe1950s.

i Ourroute takes us to the Green Gate,

: which bookends the Royal Way. Ostensibly
i aresidence for Polish Kings but rarely used

© Continued on next page
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Cape Town Escape, South Africa
7 nights from €1,299-

Flights, 4% hotel, breakfast and private transfers
* Explore the cosmopolitan melting pot of cultures in
Cape Town ® Take a cable car to the summit of the
majestic table mountain  Discover the fascinating
history of Robben Island ® Sample the excellent local
produce and dine in outstanding restaurants ® Watch
the sun set in the upmarket beach suburb Camps Bay
1 FREE night - saving over €100 per couple

Classic Sri Lanka & Beach
15 nights from €2,849-

Flights, 8 night private tour incl
3% to 4% hotels, selected sightseeing,
private vehicle/guide & breakfast and

7 night 4% west coast beach resort
incl breakfast & private transfers

- saving over €300 per couple

TAILORMADE TRAVEL WORLDWIDE

01702 9120
ALL YOUR TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS TAKEN CARE OF IN ONE PLACE

*Trustpilot

“Truly excellent: patient, friendly, helpful
& a mine of knowledge, tips and advice.”
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FIND YOUR TOURING ADVENTURE...

2 FREE nights

The Perfect Fortnight in Japan

14 nights from €5,499+#

Flights and self guided tour incl
13 nights hotels, 1 night ryokan, selected
sightseeing, transport passes & 18 meals
* Hike in the Japanese Alps ® Explore
the narrow streets of Takayama ® Explore
Kyoto, Japan’s culture capital  Visit
beautifully preserved Samurai and geisha
houses ® Watch snow monkeys bathe

FIND YOUR ESCAPE FOR LESS...

Luxury Half Board Dubai Beach

7 nights from €1,399-

Direct flights, 5% Andaz Dubai The Palm
beach resort, half board and private transfers
e Stay on Dubai’s iconic and iflustrious
Palm Jumeirah e Cool off in one of the two
resort pools ® Enjoy a choice of dining options
from the five restaurants and bars  Soak up
spectacular sea views on a stunning beach
Saving over €800 per couple

New York City Break

3 nights from €8991
Direct flights and 4% hotel

e Explore the most recognisable city on Earth
® Visit the top of the Empire State Building
e Sample the world-famous cuisine ® Walk the
high line ® Search for iconic movie sites ® Cross
the legendary bridge to Brooklyn and walk along
the Heights Promenade for views of Manhattan

Saving over €150 per couple

CRUISE TRAILFINDERS

01702 9132

East Africa Explorer
12 nights from €7,849*%

Flights and private safari tour incl
3% to 4% hotels, selected sightseeing
incl game drives in a 4WD vehicle,
36 meals & transfers
® Spot Africa’s most iconic wildlife in the
Masai Mara NR & Serengeti NP
e View remarkable backdrops of
Mt Kilimanjaro in Amboseli NP

FIRST & BUSINESS CLASS TRAVEL

017029112

Book with confidence with

TRAILFINDERS'
Peace of Mind Policy

Costa Rica Adventure

15 nights from €2,549-

Flights and guided small group
adventure four incl 13 nights hotels,
2 nights jungle lodge, experienced tour
leader, selected sightseeing & 12 meals
¢ Explore Manuel Antonio National Park
* Visit the Monteverde Cloud Forest
Reserve, a bird lover's paradise

Luxury 5% Santorini Getawa
5 nights from €1,449-

Direct flights, 5% Nous Santorini resort,
breakfast and private transfers
e Stunning resort with modern luxury and unique
architecture ® Located in a picturesque village in the
centre of Santorini ® World-class cuisine with locally
sourced produce ® Contemporary spa ® Expansive
outdoor pool e Lots of outdoor spaces to relax and
unwind e Two excellent restaurants & bars

TRAILFINDERS, THE HEART & SOUL OF TRAVEL
VISIT OR CALL YOUR NEAREST TRAILFINDERS TRAVEL CENTRE

WHEREVER AND WHENEVER... TRUST TRAILFINDERS TO TAKE CARE OF YOU
YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL CENTRE NO PREMIUM RATE TELEPHONE NUMBERS

TOP 10 AIRFARES
NO.1 FOR FLIGHTS ON TRUSTPILOT

ALL FLIGHTS INCLUDE AT LEAST 20KG BAGGAGE

TF’S TOP PICK

HUGE Maldives sale now on

CORK 40/41 MARLBORO STREET
'WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 021 464 8800

DUBLIN 4/5 DAWSON STREET
'WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 01 677 7888

FIRST & BUSINESS TRAVEL 01 677 8800 FIRST & BUSINESS TRAVEL 021 464 8844 Economy Business Economy Business
CRUISE TRAILFINDERS 018814948 CRUISE TRAILFINDERS 021 464 8848 NewYork €434  €1,435" CopeTown  €735" €3,237*
LIMERICK 7 CRUISES STREET BELFAST 47 FOUNTAIN STREET Bangkok €650  €1,850°  Mauritius €905"  €2,990"
WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 061 292 700 WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 048 9027 1888 Miami €654* €1,727* Bdli €995°  €3,780*
FIRST & BUSINESS TRAVEL 061 292 744 FIRST & BUSINESS TRAVEL 048 9027 1844 Singapore €662 €2,031%  Perth €1,169" €6,437°
CRUISE TRAILFINDERS 061 292 748 CRUISE TRAILFINDERS 048 9027 1871 Vancouver €714 €2,569  Auckland €1,379° €5,227t

TRAVEL INSURANCE 01702 910
PRIVATE TOURING 01 881 4977

GROUP TRAVEL 01677 7197
VISA SERVICE 01 881 4949

CALL FOR ANY DESTINATION OR ROUTING

Calls may be recorded for accuracy & training

NO ONE LOOKS AFTER YOU BETTER =fi= [TAA

Al prices on this advert are ‘from’ prices, are per person based on twin share, are subject to availability & valid for selected departures in the next 6 weeks except 028 Sep - 31 Oct 24 #1Nov - 20 Dec 24 14 Jan - 28 Feb 25 IATA 8o
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as such, it connects the city with Granary
Island, which once had over 300 granaries.
Several buildings from the medieval trade
boom still stand, but the most important is
visible from Granary Island - the Gdansk
Crane. Today;, it’s part of the Maritime Mu-
seum (nmm.pl), and most granaries have
become hotels and apartments.

We duck out of the cold into the Amber
Museum, located in the restored Great Mill,
built by the Teutonic Knights in the early
14th century. It produced 200 tonnes of
flour per day until the bombings of 1945.
Amber, a fossilised tree resin, is known

as Baltic gold, with Gdansk trading in the
gemstone for over 6,000 years; the Amber
Road went as far as Rome.

A well-earned lunch is next at Fino (res-
tauracjefino.pl), a fine-dining spot in the old
town whose philosophy is ‘elevated tradi-
tional Polish’. 1 could’ve lingered long into
the afternoon, but the European Solidarity
Centre was next on our list,a museum and
library. One of its most arresting exhibits
are the plywood sheets upon which the
shipyard workers wrote their 21 demands
in August of 1980; these now have Unesco
World Heritage status.

Myriad events led to the initial strike, not
least the firing of Anna Walentynowicz,
acrane operator who'd been accused of

i anti-government activity. When manage-
: ment granted the workers’ 21 demands

. after three days, Lech Walesa, was per-

¢ suaded to continue in solidarity with other
i shipyards, triggeringa chain of eventsthat |
i ledto the formation of the Solidarity trade
¢ union and, almost a decade later, a Solidar-
i ity-led government. Walesa was awarded

i the Nobel Peace Prize in 1983, and served

i asthe president of Poland in the 1990s.

I part company with Bozena to enjoy

¢ dinner at Browar PG4 (pg4.pl)- a craft

i brewery and restaurant, a 15-minute walk
¢ from the old town. One burger and chips

¢ and a flight of beer later, it's back to the ho-
i teland bed.

The next morning, it’s off to Sopot with

i Sebastian. Known as the Jewel of the Bal-

i tic, Sopot has been a popular holiday des-

i tination since the 16th century, whenrich

¢ merchants and diplomats built summer

¢ houses here. Various military manoeuvres
i inthe 18th century resulted in the destruc-
i tion of these fine houses and an ever dwin-
: dling population - until a French doctor

¢ from Napoleon’s army saw Sopot’s poten-

i tialasacentre for balneotherapy.

He opened the resort’s first bathhouse in

i 1823, following it the next year with a spa

i house offering health-promoting treat-

i ments. Haffner died in 1830, but his legacy
i survives and thrives in modern Sopot to-

i day,now a destination sparesort.

The five-star Sheraton Sopot is my lodg-

® Gemma visited Poland as a

i guest of Polish National

i Tourist Office, London (poland.

¢ travel). She stayed at Hampton

¢ by Hilton (hilton.com) and at the

: Sheraton Sopot (sheratonsopot.pl)
i @ Ryanair flies directly to Gdansk
i from Cork and Dublin airports.

i ryanair.com

i @ For info on sightseeingin the

¢ Tri-City, visit pomorskie.travel.
@ For booking info on Uphagen’s

i House and the Amber Museum,

¢ visit muzeumgdansk.pl. For the

: European Solidarity Centre, visit
i ecs.gda.pl.

Gemma
Fullam

on the pier
atSopot
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i ings for the night and to its right is the long-
¢ estwooden pier in Europe (it’s claimed

¢ thattheiodine concentrations at the far

¢ end are twice as high as those on land) and
i thecity. To the left is the Grand Hotel, built
i in1927 and so famous for its casino that So-
i potwas dubbed Monaco of the Baltic.

Another reason to come to Sopot is the

i forest.In1909, while enjoying one of the

i walking trails, Paul Walther-Schaffer, band-
i master at Gdansk theatre, came across a

i large woodland clearing with particular-

¢ ly excellent acoustics. The town council

. developed the natural amphitheatre and

i the first performance, the opera Das Nacht-

lager in Granada, was a triumph in August

¢ 0f1909. The Forest Opera has a capacity
i 0of 5,000 and hosts a yearly opera season
i aswellasartists including Bryan Adams,
i Clannad and Elton John

The next morning begins with a round of

i the spa facilities, followed by a fine break-
¢ fastand a walk to the lighthouse, a Sopot

¢ landmark. My hunger is sated by an epic

¢ lunch of Dover sole and truffles in Grand

i Blueat the Grand Hotel (sofitelgrandsopot.

com), which has something of a Grand Bu-
dapest Hotel vibe.It's all just lovely and I'm

i sadtoleave, notleast because there’s so
i much more to see and do. Gdynia, for start-
i ers,and then there’s Hel, a seaside town
i north of the Tri-City with a 14km beach.

Tri-City break? Don’t mind if I do. Even if

it's Baltic!

TRAILFINDERS

THE TRAVEL EXPERTS

QATARSE

AIRWAYS 4y il

See The World

n ik

-

Qatar Airways

o Awarded World's Best Airline
for the eight time (Skytrax World Airline
Awards 2024)

. . Complimentary dining and drinks & up

to 8,000 in-flight entertainment options

® Fully-flat beds, on demand a la carte
dining & lounge access in Business Class
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ailand’s City & Beach

14 nights from €1 ,499*
Flights with Qatar Airways,
4 nights 4% Bangkok hotel,
10 nights 4% Phuket beach resort,
breakfast and private transfers
e Bustling Bangkok * Beautiful beaches
Includes 6 FREE nights & a room discount
- saving over €750 per couple

Sydney & Beyond
14 nights from €3,699#

Flights with Qatar Airways, 11 days fully inclusive
car hire, 3%+ to 4%+ hotels and Hunter Valley

Food & Wine Explorer Tour
e Sydney ® Port Stephens ® Hunter Valley
* Blue Mountains ® Bondi Beach
Includes a booking discount
— saving over €300 per couple

Luxury Maldives
7 nights from €4,549T

Business Class flights with Qatar Airways,
5% all inclusive Coco Bodu Hithi
and speedboat transfers
¢ Beautiful palm-fringed beach ® Beachfront
infinity pool * Excellent house reef ® Tranquil spa
Includes a room discount and a FREE upgrade fo
all inclusive - saving over €4,950 per couple

ALL YOUR TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS TAKEN CARE OF IN ONE PLACE

Tailormade Travel Worldwide 01 702 9120  First & Business Class Travel 01 702 9112

All prices on this advert are per person ‘from’prices, are subject to availability & valid for selected *Sep 24, tOct 24 and #May 25 departures.

Trailfinders is licensed by the Irish Aviation Authority, TAO542. Prices correct at time of going fo print on 15 Aug 24.

Trustpilot % D% 9% 9% %

“Truly excellent: patient, friendly, helpful
& a mine of knowledge, tips and advice.”




